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 With statuesque splendor, Queens have ruled while championing the weak and 
lauding the brave.  Cleopatra and Elizabeth I were excellent tacticians who wielded 
influence over kingdoms oftentimes against difficult odds.  Cleopatra allied herself with 
Julius Caesar and later, Marc Antony, placing Egypt under Rome’s control and bringing 
an end to a long line of Pharaoh.  Elizabeth, on the other hand, owed significant gratitude 
to a woman who rose up against the Romans shortly after Cleopatra’s reign.  That woman 
was an Iceni Queen who suffered cruelly at the hands of Rome.  She rose above earthly 
travails and found the strength to thwart Rome’s stalwart power.  She led a magnificent 
campaign and became legend.  Her name was Boudicca, long hailed as the Savior of 
Britain. 
 To understand Boudicca, we must understand the Celts, Keitoi or Latin Celtae, 
who began invading Britain in 500 B.C.  The Celts were a brave people who did not fear 
death, believing rather in the otherworld and immortality of the soul.  They were 
honorable and excellent metal craftsmen.  Avid sea farers, they settled in western and 
northern areas of Britain while the Brythons, or Britons, made their home in modern-day 
England and Wales.  Believing women had the right to fight alongside their men, Celts 
had a deep respect for the word, were led by priests called Druids and worshiped nature 
by participating in seasonal feasts, like Samhain, celebrated November 1, with animal 
sacrifice which in turn supplied their winter stores with dry and salted meat. 

Julius Caesar explored Britain in 55 B.C., quickly conquering six powerful tribes, 
the Iceni among them, before growing bored and returning to Rome.  Roman Emperor 
Claudius returned to Britain in 43 A.D after Caligula’s murder.  Deploying 60,000 men, 
he sought to colonize Britain and endear Rome into the people’s hearts but had a plan to 
attack if need be.  Under Claudius’ influence, an Iceni King named Prasutagus submitted 
to Roman rule.   

  Boudicca, or Boadicea Victoria, as the Romans called her, began her life as a 
well-born daughter of Celtic aristocracy around 30 A.D.  She was strong willed and her 
father’s favorite.  She learned the art of fighting and hunting just as if she was her father’s 
son.   Boudicca had a special connection to the land and all things natural.  Her name 
probably hails from the Celtic goddess of Victory.  ‘Bouda’ means victory in old Welsh 
and the historian Tacitus uses Boadicca, endorsed by Sir Winston Churchill as the 
spelling ‘relished by the most learned’.  Whatever the interpretation, Boudicca married 
King Prasutagus around 48 A.D. and bore him two daughters who were brought up in 
southeastern Britain and treated with utmost respect by the Iceni tribe.  

Boudicca’s royal birth and Prasutagus’ ‘longa opulentia clarus’, long renown for 
wealth, made them sure targets.  In a sly move, Claudius sought to win Prasutagus’ trust 
by promising the Iceni people they could live peacefully under Roman rule if Prasutagus 
considered himself and the Iceni regents of Rome.  In return, protection, funding, loans, 
and employment, would be granted to all.   

Upon Prasutagus’ death in 60 A.D. and with greed a powerful motivator, the 
stakes instantly changed.  The Iceni were quickly driven to slavery and serfdom as Queen 



Boudicca inherited Prasutagus’ holdings.  Isolated, Boudicca endured the wrath of 
Roman rods thrashed upon her back in a brutal beating that nearly left her dead while 
Roman soldier’s savagely raped her teenage daughters before her very eyes.  And yet, 
Roman Commander Suetonius Paulinus was not done.  He destroyed Boudicca’s homes, 
stole everything she owned reducing her to poverty and then after seizing Iceni land, 
commenced to gorge himself on Iceni blood.  

Boudicca’s Celtic blood boiled with rage.  Nothing but Rome’s withdrawal from 
Britain could appease her savage fury and in response a Warrior Queen burst from the 
ashes seeking vengeance for her daughters and the Iceni people.  Her body now seamed 
shamefully with stripes, Boudicca rode battlefields with her long braided red/gold hair 
held in place with a headband against the wind.  Her face was painted blue in the old 
Celtic tradition and she wore a heavy torc around her neck to mark her chieftain status.  
Riding a chariot with spear in hand she rallied the tribes and brought down a rain of terror 
upon the subjects of Rome.  Then uniting with the Trinovantes from the Norfolk and 
Colchester regions, and other angry tribes of Suffolk, Boudicca began a campaign to 
drive the Romans from Britain all the while exhibiting ferocious leadership as she 
charged into the fray.   

Boudicca raised 120,000 men and women to her cause, outnumbering the Romans 
three to one.  Her Army destroyed Colchester (Camulodunum, the capital of Roman 
Britain) and the Temple of Claudius before moving on to London (Londinium) where 
citizens and everything touched by Roman hands were massacred or destroyed.  Fires 
ravaged London and tore at buildings of hardened clay and timber so fiercely that to this 
day soil is red thirteen feet below the surface.  Boudicca’s horde slaughtered an estimated 
70,000 settlers but no remains have ever been found.   

When Paulinus met Boudicca on the battlefield in the Midlands of Britain, he 
decimated her Army with 10,000 soldiers.  Boudicca, desperate to keep her daughters 
from the Romans, vowed to protect them unto death and the otherworld by urging them 
to drink poison.  Afterward, assured of her daughter’s fates, she drank from the same 
poisoned golden chalice depriving Paulinus victory.  When at last Paulinus discovered 
Boudicca; he found her lying, arms wrapped about her daughters, as if in peaceful sleep. 

Favored by Victorian painters, the subject of an opera by Gillian Carcas, 
inspiration for music by Ceredwen, a statue of Boudicca and her daughters stands close to 
the House of Parliament on Westminster Pier at the River Thames reminding Britains that 
a Celtic Queen championed Britain’s cause long before Normans, Saxons, Jutes, and 
Vikings.   

Is Boudicca’s body buried under Platform 10 in London’s King’s Cross Station?  
Did Queen Victoria model herself after Boudicca, as some suggest? 

Roman Tacitus preserved Boudicca’s words of encouragement on the eve of her 
last battle in The Annals, Book XIV (AD 110-120).  “Though a woman, my resolution is 
fixed: the men, if they please, may survive with infamy, and live in bondage.”  These 
assertive words came from the same young Druid girl who became Queen, widow, then 
Warrior Queen, the same Queen we now know as the Savior of Britain.   

Never underestimate fate.  Everything you do has purpose.  
      


